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Historical House in Roxborough/Manayunk 

327 Green Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19128, USA 
 
Isaac Wilde, the first owner, acquired this land in 1888, but there was a previous house on it. He demolished 
that and built this new one—completed in 1892. 
 
There have been seven ownerships up through 2014, but many 
more than owners have resided in the house (including children). It 
is associated with area structures, as owners had positions of 
leadership in them. Wilde himself was an owner of an impressive 
Manayunk mill (cf. p 5), was Vice President of a trolley company 
that came from the lower falls of Wissahickon Creek (at Ridge Ave) 
to within one city-block of his house (cf. pp 4-5 and the artistic 
representation to the right), and also served the area as a City of 

Philadelphia Councilman. The Belmont/Green Lane Exit of the Schuylkill Expressway 
actually connects with this house (cf. p 4), as does the impressive bank structure at Ridge 
& Green Lane (cf. p 3). To flesh out all this with images will take pages. The approach here 
is to start with present owners and travel back in time to the original owners. Since Paul & 
Prudence Humber have been the owners spanning more years than any other and also are 
current, we could call 327 Green Lane the “Humber House”. 
 
#7) The Humbers moved into the house on March 20, 1981 (33+ years ago), with twin 
children, Paul and Ruth (age 7 at the time). Paul’s parents, Charles and Evelyn, moved in 8 
months later (Nov 1981). Son Peter arrived in 1985. Prudence, a registered nurse with a 
degree in nursing from UPenn, formerly taught at Abington Memorial Hospital’s School of 
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Nursing. She instructed many couples in childbirth classes in the Roxborough area even before moving in. One 
of her students was actually a former resident of 327 Green Lane (see below). For 23 years, she was Director 
of Alpha Pregnancy Services, a pro-life ministry in Center City. 
 
Husband Paul taught upper school mathematics in Haverford 
School’s Wilson Hall for 24 years, is the author of several books, 
has served as pastor, and is currently Director of CR Ministries, 
Philadelphia. He met his wife at UPenn and has two degrees from 
there himself.  
 
#6) The couple who sold the house to the Humbers were the 
McCafferys (Edward & Gertrude). They lived in the house 18 
years and had seven children (3 boys and 4 girls). On June 28, 
2014, the youngest son, Mike, spoke for awhile with the present 
owner. He remembered taking childbirth classes from Nurse 

Prudence (see above). His dad 
was both a detective & caterer. Apparently, the 
father left this unusable (rusted) 38 revolver on 
the basement floor, along with many other things 
in the house—including a miniature 1976 license 

tag behind a 1st floor 
mantel (cf. left). 
 The family lived 
in the house when the 
Cook School was burned 
and eventually was 
replaced by a free city 
parking lot. One can see 
the school in the image 

to the left—before the fire. In 1892, the school was called 
Fairview Public School. This name is retained today in the park 
adjacent to the lot, Fairview Park. One can also see the house’s garage in the same image. The two-car (brick) 
garage was built in 1937 and is still very serviceable. 

 #5) The fifth owners (two removed from the current) were 
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Smith (1944—1963). He was a dentist and had his 
dental chair in the room where this “historian” now writes. It is a 
lovely room with 6 windows—4 facing the alley & 2 spruce trees (15’ 
tall)—and two others. One of them faces the front (and the other, 
the back) yard. Dr. Smith graduated in 1911 from the Medico-
Chirurgical College of 
Philadelphia, and according to 
the Bulletin of the Medico-
Chirurgical College of 

Philadelphia, Volume 7, Issue 3 (March 1912), he was Vice-President of 
the Dental Alumni Association. Two dental certificates of his were found 

The 3 windows above and (slightly to the left) of the 
front doors mark Paul's classroom for many years. 

Cook (Fairview) School 
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behind the den mantel (one is displayed on p2). The image of a dog was also found behind the mantel. Since 
the year was 1951, perhaps this was a mid-century canine resident belonging to the Smiths. 
 
#4) The fourth owner was actually a church 
corporation (1935-1944). Notice the years. In 
Philadelphia, there were about 30 bank closures 
during the Great Depression, and the female heir 
of the #3 owners transferred the property to this 

“Corporation.”  
         During this period, 
Bruce MacFadyen, M.D., 
rented the house 
(1940—1943). According to the UPenn Gazette, “Dr. Bruce V. MacFadyen GM’32, 
West Chester, Pa., a retired obstetrician-gynecologist; July 1, 2001. His son is Dr.  
Bruce V. MacFadyen Jr. GM’56.” Both of these men lived at 327 Green Lane in the 
early 40’s, the latter subsequently being a Haverford School graduate, where the 
current owner taught for 24 years.  “Dr. Bruce MacFadyen [Senior Editor of the 
book to left] was past President of 
the Christian Medical & Dental 
Associations (CMDA).” At least until 

recently, he held the position of Chairman and Professor of 
Surgery at the Medical College of Georgia. 
 
#3) The #3 owners (4 removed from the present) were Mr. & 
Mrs. Erwin Mason Simpson. The somewhat faded newspaper 
clipping to the right is from Philadelphia’s Evening Public Ledger 
(Dec 16, 1919, p 11). It says, “Mrs. Erwin Mason Simpson of 327 

Green lane, gave a 
dinner” to celebrate her 
husband’s birthday. 
“The guests were the 
officers and board of 
directors of the Roxborough Trust Co., of which Mr. Simpson is the 
vice president.” The names of 15 men are listed in addition to Mr. 
Simpson’s. For 1919, the Pennsylvania Bankers' Association listed the 
address as being Ridge Ave and Green Ln (3 blocks from the house—
see image to the left). Not only is the clipping faded, but even the 
once thriving bank probably suffered during the Depression. It is good 

to remind ourselves that newspapers and banks fade. The Maker said, “Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not 
break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.”  
 #2) Peter Paul Liebert and his wife, Anna, became the #2 
owners of 327 Green Ln. In his Will, he spoke of “my house situate at 
the Southwest corner of Green Lane and Manayunk Avenue.” The year he 

http://trees.ancestry.com/pt/ViewPhoto.aspx?tid=1760913&pid=6851905138&iid=d8d91b4e-413d-41a8-a9c2-6d7dd88be9a7&src=search
http://trees.ancestry.com/pt/ViewPhoto.aspx?tid=1760913&pid=6844532491&iid=6b0d08b5-e68d-414e-95f9-401cedaa8994&src=search
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signed his Will was 1914, and he died in 1915. His signature from the Will is to the lower-right (p3). His son, 
PPL “Jr” (groom in the 1915 photo) would have been about 14 in 1906 when his parents purchased the home 
from owner #1. The #2 owner was President of the Wissahickon Electric Railway Co. The newspaper clipping 
(below) shows one of the trolleys in 1916 (on Leverington Ave—about 5 blocks from the house). He was also 
the President of Glen Willow Ice Manufacturing Co (images below, to the right). 

 From the roof of 
327 Green Lane  
one can see the famous 
Manayunk Bridge and 
still more distant the 
Schuylkill Expressway 
(near the Green 
Ln/Belmont Av exit). At 
that place, one can see 

in a 1939 image (on the 5 white silos) 
the words “Glen Willow Ice MFG. Co.” 
On page 103 of the 1893 Philadelphia 
Securities:  The Standard Statistical 
Manual of the Corporations of the City of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania by Crittenden, 

Helffrich, and Page, one can read  that the 
“Glen Willow Ice Manufacturing Co. 
…[had] “Peter P. Liebert” listed as 
President and “Isaac Wilde” listed as one 
of the “DIRECTORS” (see below). This 

same Isaac Wilde was the first owner of 
327; Peter Liebert, the second. In the 
image above (right side) there are two 
signs that say, “ICE NEVER FAILS” (one 

above the silos and a smaller one in front). Ice does fail, however, but the Maker of 
water, ice, and humans never fails.  
 Liebert was also a director of St. Timothy’s Hospital (now Roxborough 
Memorial Hosp—see lower-left), and was Founder (beginning in 
1872), of Liebert & Obert Brewery (see to the right). A small 

picture of the brewery 

is found on the 

previous page (to the 

right of PPL Jr’s 

wedding picture). 

 

 #1) Isaac 
Wilde (with Emma, his 
wife) was the first 
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owner of the property. He was also a manufacturer of carpet yarns. In The American Carpet and Upholstery 
Journal (Volume 23, April 10, 1905, pp 61 &100) one can see “Robert Wilde’s Son” (see lower right image, 
previous page). This “Son” is Isaac Wilde. The building exists today (see below). 
 Isaac’s parents came from England, and for a time the mill was called Robert Wilde’s Sons. In 1895, 
three years after the house was built, his brother died, and Isaac became the owner of the mill. Thus, in the 
ad, we see “Son” in the singular (previous page). 
 The Wildes had 3 daughters, Jessie, Mabel, and Myrta. Wife Emma died in 1904, only living in the 
house a dozen years. Isaac died in 1909. 
 A street in Manayunk is named after the Wilde family. In fact, the mill is 
located at the intersection where the old mill still stands (at Wilde Street and 
Leverington Avenue). 
 Both Isaac Wilde and Peter Liebert were involved with the trolley 
enterprise, one serving as president; the other, as VP. There are bus routes today 
(#’s 27 & 35) which approximate the paths used by the trolley lines. The artistic 
representation on page 1 is based on this clipping from 1894 (see below to the 
right). This was taken two years after Isaac Wilde 
moved into the house. 

The “mill” to the left no longer functions as a mill per 
se, but it does house another business (Trent). 

 

Kaleidoscopic Historical Connections 
 
 Many people have heard of famed runner, Jesse Owens. He won four gold medals at the 1936 Berlin Olympics 
and exploded the myth of Aryan supremacy. Not only has current owner Paul Humber denounced Hitler’s 
survival-of-the-fittest nonsense in various publications, but he himself is distantly related to one of the 
Olympians in the Jesse Owens’ 4X100 relay. The man on the extreme left is 
Bruce Humber; the man second from the right is Jesse Owens. Bruce had the 
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same great…great grandfather as Paul Humber, #7 owner. John Humber, who had sons, was Paul’s great, 
great, great grandfather from son David Hess Humber. Bruce descended from David’s brother. #7 owner was 
also a trackman at UPenn (cf. previous page). 
 
 The tombstones for Isaac and Emma Wilde are about 5 blocks away from the house, near the 
intersection of Ridge and Lyceum. See image below. They can even be seen while sitting inside Bob’s Diner! 

While on the subject of gravestones, Dr. 
and Mrs. Charles M. Humber, parents of 
Paul (#7 owner), lived in the house 
spanning 24 years, arguably the second 
longest span. Their grave plaque (see 
below) is a testimony to their faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 One advantage of this section is 
to offer supporting documentation not 

supplied above. For example, someone might 
question whether the Corporation of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church ever owned the 

house. We do not 
publish the entire 
deed, but to the 
left is a part of it. 
 Here is 
something new, 
not shared above. 
According to an 
1875 map, Green 
Lane used to be 
called Belmont 
Ave! Dexter Street 
is still the same, 
and, on the large 
map, Manayunk 
Ave was still the 

same. Notice also that the house depicted on the property then (red arrow) is very different from the present 
house. Its address was 4402 Manayunk Ave. Also, there are no other houses on the south side of “Belmont” 
between Manayunk Ave and Dexter. This image gives some clue as to the shape of the former house. There is 
also another map dating to 1863, but that one essentially gives a dot for the former house.   
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 As stated above, current owner Paul Humber taught mathematics at The Haverford School for 24 

years. Above is a collage involving both Euler and Humber. A second collage concerns a 2014 radio interview.  
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This 1941 image offers proof that trolleys once travelled to 
within one city block of the 327 Green Lane residence. The 
tracks are on Lyceum near Manayunk Ave (facing toward Ridge). 
 Below is a trolley at the Wissahickon Station. 

Here is an image 
of the Humber 
Family in 1994.  

 The 
clipping to 
the left is 

from page 1 of the Nov 
10th, 1909 issue of the 
Manayunk Sentinel.  The 
first owner was an 
“energetic and influential 
(Philadelphia) Councilman.” 
 To the right, is an  
image of the Glen Willow 
company (see p4 above) in 1931. One can see an officer (perhaps on a 
telephone) 
and also the 
“Ice Never 
Fails” sign on 
the tower. 
 In the 
next picture 
(p 9), one can 
see the silos, 
the begin-
ning of the 
railroad 
bridge entry on Belmont Ave (extreme left side of image), and to the far 

right—parts of Manayunk in 1931. The exit ramp from the Schuylkill Expressway comes right through where 
this Glen Willow Ice building once was. 

Here is a picture of the garage and house in spring—
looking more or less toward the north (NNW). 
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   R. C. Sproul, a 
well known 
theologian and 
author, is the 
founder and 
chairman of 
Ligonier 
Ministries and 
can be heard on 
radio, Renewing 
Your Mind, 
nationally and 
internationally. 
He recently sent 
a letter to 327 Green Lane. See below: 

Other historical perspectives relate to things close to 
327 Green Lane, such as the Green Lane Bridge. This 
1924 image (below) shows the old bridge—with 

Manayunk to the right. 327 was up the long Green 
Lane ascent. 

 
Since Isaac Wilde was the first 
owner of 327, it is fun to 
speculate that a picture of 
him may actually exist—in 
this 1894 image. There seem 
to be 6 people in the faint 
image, but only one is       
sitting—in the center. Could it 
be Isaac Wilde two years after 
he purchased 327? It is found 
in the Transit Journal (Vol 10, 
Oct 1894, pp 642-3). 
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Every person pictured in this 1990 
image has been an overnight guest of 
327. You can see the address, “327 
Green Lane”, on the porch post—
upper right. In the second row (left to 
right) are twins Paul and Ruth, 
Prudence, Anna (who did the trolley 
art on page 1)), Paul’s mother, Evelyn, 
and Paul (Sr). Peter is on the lap of his 
maternal grandfather, “Beep”, with his 
maternal grandmother, and Jim, 
Anna’s husband. 
 
In the spring of 2014, the owners 
contracted Home Town Insulation LLC 
to remove asbestos from all basement 
heating pipes. The job was done, and 
Criterion Laboratories Inc sent a letter 
on April 30, 2014 indicating that “All 
samples met the City of Philadelphia-

mandated re-occupancy standard (following asbestos abatement projects) of 0.01 fibers per cubic centimeter of air (f/cc). The 
Certificate of Analysis is attached.” (See below.) 
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Prudence Humber took this picture of the myrtle tree in bloom near the 
end of July, 2014. Her hubby is in the foreground. He is standing in the 
parking lot, which used to be part of the Cook School property       
(illustrated above). Beyond the myrtle tree stands the 1937 serviceable, 

two-car  
garage. To the 
left is the larger 
magnolia tree, 
one of the 
larger ones in 
the neighbor-
hood. There 
are several 
other lovely 
trees on the 

property, including blue spruce, red oak, Japanese maple, tall pine, 
threadleaf maple, oxheart cherry, weeping cherry, and even a young 
redbud tree in a sidewalk plot (in memory of Gram String). There are 
azaleas and many seasonal flowers planted by Prudence. The sidewalk 
seen is along Manayunk Ave facing toward Green Lane. Below and to the 
right is fall foliage in front of the house (on Green Lane) with Prudence. 

 
 During winter months, a newly installed mantel 
with stainless steel liner and wood stove serves to 
heat the 1st floor den, and warmth ascends up the 
stairs to the floors above. 
 
There are more images and information in Paul G. 
Humber’s files, but these pages give glimpses of 327 
Green Lane’s history. 
 
The Director of CR Ministries and co-owner (with 
Prudence, his wife) is the author/editor of many 
publications. Here is a sample: 

 
400 Prophecies, Appearances or Foreshadowings of Christ in the Tanakh (Old  Testament)   http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0985516909 
Reasons To Affirm A Global Flood http://www.biblearchaeology.org/bookstore/product.aspx?id=213 
Evolution Exposed, http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1414106122 
Jehovah Jesus, http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003OFWCHM 
Terminal Hell - Eternal Paradise http://www.amazon.com/Terminal-Hell-Paradise-Paul-
Humber/dp/0985516968/ref=cm_cr_pr_pb_t 
Reasons to Affirm a Young Earth: Booklet #1  
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0985516917 
Reasons to Affirm a Young Earth: Booklet #2 http://www.amazon.com/Reasons-Affirm-
Young-Earth-Booklet/dp/0985516992/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1396212584&sr=8-

2&keywords=reasons+to+affirm+a+young+earth 
Debating Dawkins, http://www.watchman-
nee.nl/dawkins.pdf 
Stalin's Brutal Faith, http://www.icr.org/article/276/319/ 
The Ascent of Racism, http://www.icr.org/article/ascent-
racism/ 
Hitler's Evolution Versus Christian Resistance 
http://www.icr.org/article/hitlers-evolution-versus-christian-
resistance/ 
Natural Selection - A Creationist's Idea, http://www.icr.org/article/412/ 
Evolution and the American Abortion Mentality, http://www.icr.org/article/356/316/ 
Columbus and His Creator, http://www.icr.org/article/columbus-his-creator/ 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0985516909
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/bookstore/product.aspx?id=213
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1414106122
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003OFWCHM
http://www.amazon.com/Terminal-Hell-Paradise-Paul-Humber/dp/0985516968/ref=cm_cr_pr_pb_t
http://www.amazon.com/Terminal-Hell-Paradise-Paul-Humber/dp/0985516968/ref=cm_cr_pr_pb_t
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0985516917
http://www.amazon.com/Reasons-Affirm-Young-Earth-Booklet/dp/0985516992/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1396212584&sr=8-2&keywords=reasons+to+affirm+a+young+earth
http://www.amazon.com/Reasons-Affirm-Young-Earth-Booklet/dp/0985516992/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1396212584&sr=8-2&keywords=reasons+to+affirm+a+young+earth
http://www.amazon.com/Reasons-Affirm-Young-Earth-Booklet/dp/0985516992/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1396212584&sr=8-2&keywords=reasons+to+affirm+a+young+earth
http://www.watchman-nee.nl/dawkins.pdf
http://www.watchman-nee.nl/dawkins.pdf
http://www.icr.org/article/276/319/
http://www.icr.org/article/ascent-racism/
http://www.icr.org/article/ascent-racism/
http://www.icr.org/article/hitlers-evolution-versus-christian-resistance/
http://www.icr.org/article/hitlers-evolution-versus-christian-resistance/
http://www.icr.org/article/412/
http://www.icr.org/article/356/316/
http://www.icr.org/article/columbus-his-creator/
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He may be seen in DVD Debate: NY Debate between Rabbi Tovia Singer and Pastor Paul Humber 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B008144UQM   

 
He may be seen on YouTube: 

 
Global Flood Evidence http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGq93zXFOKo 
Garment of Salvation, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfsBlZkktz0 
Where Did We Come From & the Church of the "SEED" (Genesis 3:15) http://youtu.be/bXQqzSLh158 
400 Prophecies, Appearance or Foreshadowings of Christ in the Tanakh 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeLnnYLF1yU&list=UUzGQ9OGKDXz8zdp1YyqdPIA&index=1 
Why Does Evil Exist? What does the Bible say? http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtF5Pz347eI 
"Released Time" opportunities for public school children, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0he_iLs7Gc 
Exponential Number, 10^18, PASSOVER, Isaac Asimov, Calculus, Haverford School Assembly http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6tzNuwdfPg 
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This sunset image taken from the porch of 327 by Peter S. Humber serves to remind us 
of the Lord’s overarching faithfulness in giving us cycles of days, months, seasons, 
years, beauty, and hope—all because of the Son of Righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6). 
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